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It is estimated that indigenous people have lived in Australia for over 65,000 years and
in and around the Brisbane area for over 35,000. During the last ice age it was dry
grass land with the sea 30 kilometres further east. With the retreating ice, sea levels
started to rise and the area became a shallow bay with large swamps, and hundreds of
creeks and little waterways. Rising seawater forced the Aboriginal people to move
west. It wasn’t till 6,000 years ago that the current coastline was established.

At that time the people here lived in a subtropical paradise along the sea, the rivers
and the many creeks. It was most likely one of the most densely populated Aboriginal
areas at the time the Europeans arrived. The people lived in extended family groups
and were all part of the language group of the Turrbal people. Their area extended to
the Gold Coast, Moggill, Logan and included the islands in the Bay. The Turrbal in turn
were part of the larger Yugarra (Jagura) language group whose area extended from
Moreton Bay to the base of the Toowoomba ranges. While they were nomad people
they travelled in a relative smaller area and had more semi permanent settlements.

Aboriginal society featured both a thriving marine economy utilising nets, fish traps,
spear hunting, collecting shellfish and crabs, and a terrestrial economy of fire farming.
The Turrbal people's traditional lands lay around the Brisbane River and coincided with
the territorial range of their language or dialect. The Turrbal mob itself was located
specifically in what is now called the Brisbane CBD, the name for which was Mianjin.

Thomas Petrie (1831-1910), explorer, grazier and friend of Aboriginals, arrived with his

parents at Moreton Bay in 1837. Educated by a convict clerk, he was allowed to mix
freely with Aboriginal children. He learned to speak the Turrabul dialect and was
encouraged to share in all their activities. At 14 he was taken on a triennial walkabout
to the feast at the Bunya Range. During journeys with his explorer father he gathered
a knowledge of surveying and bushcraft and an intimate acquaintance with the
Brisbane district and its settlers. Despite collective title to a stretch of land, the
Turrbal, like many tribes, permitted private ownership of specific sections of land,
down to recognising personal possession of parts of a river or even of trees and
shrubs. Petrie described the situation in the following words:

“Though the land belonged to the whole tribe, the head men often spoke of it as theirs.
The tribe in general owned the animals and birds on the ground, also roots and nests,
but certain men and women owned different fruit or flower-trees and shrubs. For
instance, @ man could own a bonyi (Araucaria bidwilli) tree, and a woman a minti
(Banksia amula), dulandella (Persoonia Sp.), midyim (Myrtus tenuifolia), or dakkabin
(Xanthorrhoea aborea) tree.”

So these people were essentially the first horticulturists in the Brisbane area.




Hello Everyone,

It is with great pleasure that | write
the introduction to this booklet
detailing the rich history of Paten
Park Native Nursery. Founded on
principles of conservation and
community stewardship, our nursery
not only preserves native flora but
also fosters a deeper understanding
of, and connection to, our natural
heritage among generations of
Brisbane residents. As we delve into
the pages of this document, we are
reminded of a profound truth:
understanding our history is
paramount to shaping a brighter
future. As the famous philosopher
Marcus Garvey once said, "A people
without the knowledge of their past
history, origin, and culture is like a
tree without roots." This sentiment
encapsulates the essence of why we
should stop briefly and record and
reflect on what has been achieved at
PPNN over the past 10 years and to
honour our roots, celebrate our
journey, and chart a course forward
that is both informed and inspired.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to
our secretary, Philip Arthur, whose
dedication has been instrumental in
piecing together this narrative. His
enthusiasm, countless hours of
research, and insightful interviews
with key figures have breathed life
into these pages, ensuring that the

A message from the President

story of Paten Park Native Nursery to

this point in time is told with
accuracy and reverence.

As you explore the history within
these pages, may you find inspiration
in the perseverance of those who
came before us and may you join us
in our mission to preserve and
protect our natural heritage for
generations to come. This is, after
all, only the beginning.

Warm regards,

Claire Chirinos
President 2024

Paten Park Native Nursery
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Why is it called Paten Park?

Following colonisation in the mid nineteenth
century, The Gap was first occupied by a
sheep station, run by Irishman Darby McGrath
(reportedly an ex-convict) who obtained rights
to the crown leases around 1851. Mid 1850s
they started 1856 first freehold in Ashgrove.

The lease was renewed annually, until in 1858
the land was sold off as smaller freehold
portions to a variety of settlers. The first one
of those to settle in The Gap was John Paten,
who'd arrived from Aylsbury in
Buckinghamshire in 1858.

From “Glimpses of Pre-Separation Enoggera Creek” by Dick Paten



As recorded in the website of The Gap
Historical Society:

When the immigrant ship “Irene” dropped
anchor at Moreton Bay, on 16 February
1858, after a voyage of 118 days from
England, it brought to the colony a family
that was to play an integral part in the
development of The Gap. John Paten, his
wife Harriett, their two sons, Philip John
and Jesse and two daughters Harriett
Rebecca and Emma, were to confront a
world very different from that of their
native Buckinghamshire and to carve out a
place for themselves in a land which in the
following year was to become the infant
colony of Queensland.

At the first sale of 19 portions of land at The
Gap, then still part of New South Wales, the
family purchased Portion 168 Parish of
Enoggera of 45 acres (shown in the map
below) with ownership registered in the
names of John and Philip. This was prime,
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well-watered farming land with frontage on
the southern and eastern boundaries to
Enoggera Creek, which in those days -
before the waterworks was built upstream -
had a much greater flow than we see
today. The land is now occupied by The
Gap State High School, the Gap Village
Shopping Centre and The Gap Pastime
Sports Grounds.

The land eventually passed to John’s son
Jesse who also acquired a few other blocks
around The Gap. His land holdings in The
Gap at one time or another grossed more
than 500 acres.

Portion #185 where PPNN is located had
been bought by a Mr. H H Payne in 1859
and the road along its eastern boundary
became Paten Road, as it was the access
way to Jesse Paten’s “back paddock” shown
as block #675 on the map below.
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Jesse built a home on the site of the present-day
Coles supermarket. It was called ‘Walton’ after the
village of that name near his birthplace, Aylesbury.
‘Walton’ was a two storeyed house, with various
verandabhs, a shingle roof and a semi-detached
kitchen. Walton Bridge was named after the house.
The house was demolished in 1964, largely due to
white ant infestation that made its renovation
unviable.

Jesse’s second daughter was Eunice Paten MBE, a
nurse who volunteered for active service in the First
World War, providing nursing care to injured soldiers
in Egypt, England and Belgium.

The photograph to the right was taken in 1914 of the
first four Queensland nurses selected for the
Australian Army Nursing Service. Sister Eunice Paten
is seated on the right. The four nurses sailed on
HMAT Omrah from Brisbane on the 24™ September
1914, as part of the Australian Army Nursing Service
and all returned to Australia after the war. Sister
(later Acting Matron) Paten was awarded the
Associate of the Royal Red Cross (ARRC) in 1918.

Source: https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/741575




On her return to Brisbane after the war Eunice set up a private hospital in Gregory Terrace and later devoted
her life to the betterment of the nursing profession in Queensland and Australia. She died in 1973 after
living most of her life in The Gap. Paten Park was named in her honour that year, in recognition of her

lifelong service to nursing.
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The history of nurseries at Paten Park

Men of the Trees

The idea of establishing a nursery at Paten Park
can be traced back to the environmental
organisation Men of the Trees (MOTT). MOTT is
a non-profit, non-political international society
dedicated to fostering the planting, maintenance
and protection of trees. The organisation’s
history dates back to 1922, when it was founded
in Kenya by Dr. Richard St Barbe Baker. A
Kenyan government forestry officer, Dr. St Barbe
Baker was concerned about the rapidly
decreasing fertility of the land where he was
working. He believed it was necessary to plant
more trees to combat the shifting methods of
agriculture. He initiated the idea of voluntary
tree planting by the native tribesmen of the
Kenyan highlands. The activity was successful
and the highlanders became known as forest
planters instead of forest destroyers. The
concept spread to England in 1924 and since
then branches have developed in many parts of
the world, bringing together tree conscious men,
women and children.

MOTT Queensland was started in the late 1970s
by individuals who were propagating plants on
either a smaller or larger scale in their own
backyards. Barbara Tealby joined MOTT in 1979
after seeing an article about it in the paper.
Ngairetta Brennan was the first president and
was doing a drive for membership. She rang up
one of the owners of Perrots’ Nursery who rang
up a number of people who in turn rang up a
number of people to organise a planting.
Barbara volunteered at MOTT in the early days
and was employed as project officer working
alongside Mrs Brennan on a couple of later
projects. The first major planting was in a forest
around Gold Scrub near Lake Samsonvale and
MOTT worked there for many years. According
to long time MOTT member Marion Goward, the
remnant scrub there was utterly unique and
many people have dedicated their lives to
regenerating it.

Richard St Barbe Baker and Ngairetta Brennan, 1981

Barbara Tealby




MOTT Queensland became
active in propagating and
planting trees and other
vegetation all around South
East Queensland. According to
their website, MOTT “believe in
planting the right trees, in the
right places, for the right
reasons”. Dr. Richard St Barbe
Baker visited MOTT in The Gap
in 1981 and met with the local
members.

By the mid 1980s MOTT was
carrying out numerous large
scale revegetation projects
including plantings on the
banks of Breakfast Creek.
Interest in improving the
natural environment was
building at the time and that
led to cleaning up and
revegetating local catchment
areas. There were a number of
coordinating committees for
mass planting events and
MOTT went out on days of
plantings. They set up mixed
forestry plots on private land with a variety of local trees and agriforestry plots where cattle grazed
between rows of trees. MOTT also became involved with the Cancer Council planting shade trees like at
Mudjimba Beach. Kenilworth was another project where trees were planted to provide windbreaks and
shade for cattle.
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For a while MOTT members continued to grow
plants from seeds in their backyards. After a
while it became apparent that the demand for
trees was such that a home base was required
for seed preparation, propagation and
distribution. Brian Hallinan, who was The Gap
councillor for the Brisbane City Council (BCC) at
the time, was supportive of MOTT so suggested
the organisation use a cottage and adjacent land
located in Paten Park. The cottage had been
built as a park keeper’s residence in the 1950s
by the BCC, who in those days provided housing
for employees who were responsible for keeping
the local parks in order. By the 1970s the
cottage wasn't required for park keepers so was
vacated and by 1990 it had become derelict. As
a result, it took a few months to restore the
cottage to a condition that could be used as a
base for MOTT. Rotary, Probus, Apex, and The
Gap Garden Club all took part in the cleanup.
The cottage was opened in July 1991 as a
community environmental centre and named
‘Twahamwe Cottage’ after the Swahili word
meaning “pull together”. From that day on
MOTT started propagating plants at the cottage.
The first nursery in Paten Park was operational.

At first there were old bedsteads to lift the
plants off the ground. Col Braithwaite was an
exceptional volunteer whose dedication and
innovative input over 14 years made the nursery
a success. He was instrumental at making things
like the plant trolleys and the watering system.
Angus Johnson was responsible for much of the
propagation, with seedlings
initially going into soft drink
cans.

MOTT gave away half of the
plants to volunteer
organisations while many were
sold to private developers.
Members of the public would
come to pick up plants for
organisations and would ask
whether they could buy some
for themselves but at the time
MOTT didn’t sell to the public.
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TWAHAMWE COTTAGE
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE

was officially opened by
ALDERMAN BRI/

An innovative initiative to spread knowledge
about growing trees was the so-called Tree
Raising Kit. Many of these kits were distributed
throughout Queensland. In 1987 the MOTT Tree
Raising Kit received an ABC Countrywide Tree
Care Award. In 1990 a Mini Kit was developed
for use by isolated children throughout the
state.

The cottage in its bushland setting was the focus for Men of the Trees activities



Ross McKinnon, who had been the curator at the
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, was head of the
Nursery Association of Australia after he retired.
He became the president of MOTT and stayed on
as figurehead for decades.

Over time the nursery took MOTT away from its
big plantings out west. At one time schools all
over Queensland were provided with nursery kits
to set up their own small nurseries. Also there

Col Braithwaite

was the Farm Tree Health Scheme where small
shade houses were built and people who wanted
to be part of MOTT were provided with them and
they would work with a property in rural areas to
grow specific plants to regenerate the bush.

Seed collection and propagation was done at the
nursery and then seedlings were planted on the
property.

mottqgld.com.au
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SOWN

By September 1993 Brian Hallinan had become
concerned at the deteriorating state of Enoggera
and Ithaca Creeks and the view of some in the
council that creeks were but drains for the
speedy removal of storm water. He was also
critical of the bulldozer methods used to clear the
creeks of weeds, without considering that those
weeds, though mostly exotic, were the habitats
for many species of native fish, birds, animals and
reptiles.

His plan was to establish a community-based
organisation, which would provide the
knowledge, energy and enthusiasm to carry out
the rehabilitation of the creeks and gullies in the
catchment area of the Enoggera and Ithaca Creek
system. The section chosen stretched from the
weir, near Kelvin Grove Road, below which the
creek was affected by tides, to the base of the
Enoggera Reservoir, above which it was managed
by the Brisbane Forest Park Authority. The
catchment would cover an area of twenty-eight
square kilometres.

In order to tap into local knowledge of the creek
system, Brian invited the existing Enoggera Creek
Committee, under the leadership of Trevor
Ozanne, a lecturer in horticulture at Grovely
TAFE, to form the nucleus of the steering
committee to establish Save Our Waterways Now
(SOWN). The SOWN Committee was formed on
1st March 1994. Because it had not been
incorporated, SOWN initially operated under the
auspices of MOTT until it was incorporated in
1998.

Central to SOWN’s model was the idea of having
their own plant nursery, run by volunteer
members, which could provide plants to
members free of charge. These plants could be
planted on public sites or in members’ own
backyards. Many of the plants for SOWN’s
revegetation projects were initially supplied by a
BCC nursery. Towards the end of 1995 BCC
decided to close their nursery however, so that
meant that SOWN would have to establish its
own nursery to guarantee a supply of plants.
They negotiated with BCC to acquire a small
parcel of land in Paten Park adjacent to the

Community planting 2003

MOTT nursery. It was fenced off and a shipping
container was acquired for storage. Volunteers
were recruited to collect seeds and propagate
plants and by 1996 the SOWN nursery was
underway. Facilities were primitive but it was a
start. Initially SOWN had access to nursery
facilities at the Ithaca TAFE in Fulcher Road, Red
Hill but, with its closure in 2000, SOWN won a
grant to build a shed and install benches at the
compound in Paten Park.

www.sown.com.au

Brian Hallinan



Greening Australia

By 1997 it became clear that the operation of the
MOTT nursery was becoming too much for the
organisation, as they wanted to focus on
planting, rather than propagating, plants. Most
of the MOTT volunteers at the time were in fact
working in the nursery rather than planting. So
the operation of the nursery was transferred
from MOTT to conservation group Greening
Australia (GA), under the condition that GA
provided MOTT with sufficient plants for their
projects. GA agreed that they would supply
MOTT with 5,000 plants per year and that
relationship supplied MOTT with planting stock
for the next 17 years.

By 2014 the nursery was a well-equipped facility
for the collecting, raising, storing, nurturing,
watering and distribution of plants. It operated
with a staff of a few paid employees plus many
volunteers. Despite its success, after operating
the nursery for 17 years, and providing many
thousands of plants to MOTT and the general
community over that time, GA’s management
decided to change course. The Green Army had
just been established by the Commonwealth
Government with a plan to revegetate Australia.
GA decided to focus on large-scale landscape
restoration Australia wide and to close its public

Neil Murphy at the GA nursery

nurseries. They no longer saw the nurseries as
core business. With only a few days’ notice in
November 2014 they announced they would be
closing the nursery in Paten Park. Both Paul
Ryan, who had become the manager of the
nursery, and his assistant Neil Murphy, were
retrenched at short notice.

25 Nevember 2014

Address

Aaen Beendan Foran

straba Narvery at

the nurswry on Fricay that tame week

can appeeciate, this came at a comilete shack % bath the
empicyed wtaff and tha wolumtesrs as wa were unawars untl this feme that s was
Greening Austraka's plan for s business

ers feed than this amount of notice has severely
ity based nursery a1 the sine a5 a long term

communty groupa such m The Endeavour Foundation and HELP Emerpemes that

rogularly volinteer at the site a5 wel.

4. canmtructing

ent here and GA
rces onste

acvice about GA's plar

2s5ist s with the traneition to 3 communiy-based mursery at The Gap.

Yours snceeely
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When GA decided to pull out they didn’t give
MOTT any notice either. They descended on
the nursery and told MOTT that the BCC had
told them to “get rid of everything”.
Everything was removed including the library,
staghorns and all the tools from the shed. In
the rush to vacate the site GA also removed
equipment belonging to MOTT and
volunteers. When volunteers arrived at the
nursery following the closure, they found the
gates were locked and they were unable to
retrieve their private belongings.

As a consequence of GA’s decision, the
nursery was handed back to the BCC who had
to decide whether it should remain as a
nursery or be used for some other purpose.
MOTT realised that if the nursery ceased
operating they would no longer have a
supplier of plants for their projects. Its loss to
the community would also have been
immense as GA had been retailing native
plants to the community for many years.

Discussions began with groups like SOWN and
other interested parties regarding the future
of the nursery. Given that the land was being
given back to BCC as a fully functional
nursery, it was hoped that that is what it
would continue to operate as.

A battle for survival

Following GA’s sudden departure Paul Ryan
was confident he could make the nursery work
as a community based not-for-profit business.
He rationalised that a community-based
organisation would have much lower operating
costs than a large organisation like GA had.
Neil Murphy and Paul both volunteered to stay
on, initially unpaid, to get the nursery up and
going again.

On December 6™ 2014 Quest Newspapers
published an article in which Paul described the
nursery as important for the community
because it carried more than 250 different
native species and supplied a diverse range of
plants to residents looking to revegetate their
own land. He said the nursery had volunteers
from across the community and the centre also
played a social role. “I like to think the nursery
has as much to do with growing a community
as it does with growing plants,” he said.

Councillor Geraldine Knapp was chair of SOWN
at the time and said that SOWN would help
with reestablishing the nursery and would
partner with the “new community-based
business until they get on their feet.”

Local MP Kate Jones with volunteers in 2015
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Meanwhile, MOTT was concerned about the
withdrawal of GA. In their December 2014
newsletter MOTT wrote: “At best the nursery will
continue to function as a nursery and at very best, it
will continue to supply MOTT with plant stock either
free or at a reduced rate. At worst the facility will be
taken over by some group that only wants the venue
and the whole community will lose this valuable
resource.”

At the time, the Ashgrove Men’s Shed was looking
for a property they could use in The Gap. BCC had
decided that no more parkland would be sacrificed
for use by community organisations so the Men'’s
Shed saw an opportunity to take over the lease that
had been vacated by GA in Paten Park.

A meeting was called by BCC on 8" January 2015 to
discuss the situation. Former staff and volunteers of
the GA nursery attended, along with representatives
from SOWN, the Men’s Shed and BCC. The Men'’s
Shed indicated that they wanted to install several
more buildings to accommodate their members so it
appeared that there’d no longer be sufficient room

for the nursery to propagate plants. The combined
operation seemed unfeasible. On 14" January Leo
Lee, the President of SOWN, called a meeting of
members to discuss the predicament. SOWN
members agreed that they would help reestablish
the nursery and told MOTT that SOWN would supply
plants to them, given that GA would no longer be
supplying them.

The council was keen on passing the lease to the
Men’s Shed as they thought there was nowhere else
to put them so Councillor Knapp was in an awkward
position. Meanwhile, the Men’s Shed went to the
media and SOWN received some negative coverage
as a result. Eventually the Men’s Shed offered to
share the property with SOWN but wanted to
restrict SOWN members’ access. As a result of the
meetings it was agreed that ‘The Gap Community
Nursery’ could continue operating on the land for 12
months in order to see if it could be self-sufficient
financially. It was still unclear at that time how the
limited space could accommodate SOWN, a nursery
and the Men’s Shed.
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Eventually after much discussion SOWN came up
with a compromise. They had a separate lease on a
site in Yoorala Street in another part of The Gap
that they shared with the Balangala First Nations
Reconciliation Group. They also had lease of an
area below it that had previously been stables for a
pony club. They proposed that SOWN obtain the
lease on the entire property at Paten Park while
transferring the lease in Yooralla Street to the
Men's Shed.

The council agreed to the swap of the Yoorala
Street lease to the Men’s Shed and that the
Balangala Reconciliation Group could continue to
share that property. A licence was given to SOWN
for the whole area at Paten Park and the native
nursery started operation under the auspices of
SOWN as ‘Paten Park Native Nursery’. The
obligation to supply trees to MOTT was passed to
PPNN.

In their March 2015 newsletter MOTT wrote:

“A spirited meeting at the nursery in January
saw more than 100 interested people meeting
with Councillor Geraldine Knapp, who seemed
determined that the site, the only one of three
native nurseries in Brisbane, be given over to yet
another Men’s Shed.

Faced with overwhelming opposition to this
proposal and a petition established by those
present, a temporary compromise was reached
whereby the nursery would continue to operate
for twelve months to see whether or not it was a
viable proposition and could sustain itself. Of
course, given that a lot of the plant stock was
taken and that many rainforest species take
more than twelve months to germinate, the
nursery is facing an uphill battle.

Restocking the plant storage area




In a later turnaround, it has been decided that The
Ashgrove Men's Shed (AMS) will be located in the
SOWNY Club at Yoorala Street and SOWN wiill
relinquish the lease to that property so the AMS
will not be located in the Paten Road nursery
complex. The activities formerly conducted at the
SOWNY Club will transfer to Twahamwe Cottage at
Paten Road. Both the SOWN and Paten Park
nurseries will continue their roles at the Paten
Road site in a similar fashion to their past
activities. Twahamwe Cottage will eventually be
included in a new lease to SOWN. Paten Park
Native Nursery will be licensed to operate in most
of the area they currently occupy. So, after the
recent uncertainty it is full steam ahead for both
nurseries, but without the subsidy GA provided, the
nursery will have to be self-sustaining.”

Some in BCC may have doubted that the new nursery
could be viable and didn’t want the business to be
set up as they thought it wouldn’t survive. At the
time SOWN didn’t have much money, so were trying
to get two nurseries going with only $6000 in funds.
Some SOWN members thought that SOWN should
take over the nursery but their board decided it
needed to be independent and set up a separate
committee to run it. They offered to lend the nursery
money to get it up and running if necessary. Much of
the seed bank that they'd shared with GA was taken
by GA when they left but they did leave some seeds
behind that were shared. SOWN also supplied PPNN
with equipment, bought things off PPNN to help
them financially, increased the price of potting mix
they bought from them and gave them what they
could spare.
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MOTT’S NURSERY DRAMA!

It would scem that Greening Australia, which took over
the MOTT nursery at Paten Park in 1997, has itself been
taken over. Its new charter 0 plat vast arcas of trees may
perhaps be the government's aftempt to compensate for the
axing of the Carbon Tax

Grecning Australia has, for many years, supplicd MOTT
with tens of thousands of plants, for which we have been
mast grateful. Now that our long associaticn has come to
an end, we wish thern well in their new ventures

THE MOTT SHED ROBBED!

After Geeening Australia moved ot of the marsery, it was
discovered that the MOTT shed had been opened and
cleared of tools and our wheelbarrows. In an odd turn of
events, the lock on the shed had been broken, the
equipment removed and a ew lock put on the dooe! Since
it scems that # was nat Greening Australia that removed
the mems, # remains a3 mystery as 10 where the MOTT

#ems are and who took them.

A spirited meeting at the nursery in January saw mare than
100 micrested people meeting with Councillor Geraldine
Knapp, who seemed determined that the site, the only ane
of three native nurscrics in Brishane. be given over to yet
another Men's Shed

Faced with averwhelming oppositian 1o this proposal and
u petition cstablished by those preset, a tempoeary
compromise was reached whereby the mursery would
continue to operate for twelve months to see whether or
not it was a visble proposition and could sustain itself. OF
course, given that 2 lot of the plant stock was taken and

that many minfocest specics take more than twetve months
1o germinate, the nursery is facing an uphall battle.

In a later tumaround, it has been decided that The
Ashgrove Men's Shed (AMS) will be locsted i the
SOWNY Club at Yoorala Strect and SOWN will relinguish
the lease to that property so the AMS will not be located in
the Paten Road Nursery Complex. The activities formerly
conducted at the SOWNY Club will trnsferred to
Twahamwe cottage at Paten Road. Both nurscries will
contimoe their roles at the Paten Road site in a similar
fashion 10 their past activities. Twahamwe Cotaige wall
cventually be included in a new lease 1o SOWN

The Gap Native Nursery have decided to rename
themsclyes Paten Park Native Nursery (PPNN) and will be
licensed 1o operate in most of the area they currently
occupy. So after the recent uncertainty i i full steam
ahead for both nurseries. but without the subsidy GA
peovided, the nursery will have o be self.sustaining

YOUR HELP NEEDED.

In light of this, seed preparation days will be vital 1o help
the nursery restock so the more the memier - bring
grandma, who can casily sit and pull sceds out of pods

You could also, whenever the oppartunity peeseats itself
make poople aware of the existence of the nursery and its
range of native plants, for sale at reasonable peices. The
nursery sales are apen from Tuesday to Saturday between
9,00 am and 4.00 pm and on Sunday fram 9.30 1o 100

THE GOOD MOTT NEWS

We have bad a scedling preparation and storage arca
allocated 1o us and we can share such things as the kitchen,
the potting benches and watering facalitics

17 AHow we have Grown—A potted history of Paten Park Native Nursery
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PPNN rises from the ashes

PPNN volunteers put in a huge effort to
reestablish the nursery. Within 18 months they'd
refilled the nursery with plants. They really
struggled early on and were under a lot of
pressure from outsiders who thought the business
couldn’t survive. There was a very tight budget
and restrictions on their activities until they had
built up $10,000 in the bank. The financial regime
was very rigid for a year or two to demonstrate to
others that it could be financially viable. So, with
the assistance of SOWN and in collaboration with
MOTT, the nursery gradually grew to a point that
it was financially sustainable.

In the December 2015 MOTT newsletter they
wrote:

“As we all know, the “battle” to save the site as a
continuing native nursery to be run by the
community was a lively one, as the site had been
cleared by GA for the BCC for future use as a
Men’s Shed. Following a host of meetings, with
BCC and SOWN and Men’s Shed representatives,
as well as members of the community, good sense
prevailed. A decision was made by
BCC in favour of the community run
native nursery, SOWN transferred its
HQ from the old Gap Pony Club
precincts to The Cottage in Paten
Park to mentor the establishment of
the new nursery, and the Men’s Shed
located happily to the old Pony
Clubhouse in Yoorala Street. The new
community run nursery is now
renamed the Paten Park Native
Nursery. Very generously, the two
adjoining nurseries in Paten Park, the
SOWN nursery and PPNN, have
combined in an ingenious agreement
with MOTT to cover GA’s previous
commitment to supply MOTT with
5000 trees and understorey plants
per year. The SOWN Nursery is
supplying PPNN with the quantity,
and PPNN is supplying MOTT with
the quantity and quality - that is, the
full biodiversity of its stock. This
agreement has been signed by all
three parties, and a MOTT

[P
2
-~ o7

representation attended the SOWN AGM to thank
the local group for its initiation of this
commitment. Because of this generous support by
the nurseries, and because of the initial struggle
by the new community run nursery, starting from
scratch, to prove itself, MOTT made a decision to
assist PPNN by giving over one of our workdays
per month to nursery work, and another weekday
per month to seed collection. Consequently,
during the last six months of the year, our
plantings have been reduced by at least one
quarter of the usual. When the nursery no longer
needs our assistance in this way, we expect to
return all our Saturdays to our major work in the
field. However, nursery work is enjoyed by our
volunteers, and it provides an important
experience with an essential part of the
revegetation process.”

In recent years the council agreed to have three
leases drawn up so the Paten Park property could
be shared between SOWN and PPNN. One lease
covers the SOWN area, one covers the PPNN
growing area, and one covers the cottage that is
shared by both organisations.

Early days at PPNN L-R Neil Murphy, Paul Ryan, Kathy Langford

and President Mick Bruhwiller with Spot the dog
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Over the past 10 years, under the stewardship of Paul Ryan, PPNN has become established as the go-to
place for local native plants in western Brisbane. With the help and experience of the staff members and
many volunteers it has grown into a respected and reliable supplier of local native plants to the general

public, schools, councils and private companies.

Our many volunteers are the mainstay of the nursery and we are extremely thankful for the tireless efforts
they provide, whether it be in seed collection, seed preparation, potting on, weeding, order preparation,
sales, serving on our board and management committee, marketing via Facebook, Instagram or the PPNN
website and the many other diverse tasks they undertake. The success of PPNN over the past 10 years
really has been a community effort that shows what can be achieved when people all “pull together”.

The following pages contain some personal perspectives of PPNN from just a few of our long term
volunteers who have given up their time over many years to assist in the development of the nursery.

Paul Ryan and Ben Duff also provide their personal perspectives of how the nursery was established and has

grown over the past decade.

Thanks to those who helped put this
booklet together

In addition to the staff and volunteers who are
highlighted here and generously shared their
experiences of working at PPNN, there were others
who also provided insight to how nursery came
about and the early history of Paten Park. We'd like
to thank them for their kind input.

Dick Paten (history of Paten Park and The Gap)
Barbara Tealby (history of MOTT)
Marion Goward (history of MOTT)

Leo Lee (history of SOWN and the the
negotiations around formation of PPNN)

In assembling this “potted history” I've
attempted to be as accurate as
possible but if there are mistakes then
they are of my own making and PPNN
is not responsible for them.

Philip Arthur, Secretary 2024, PPNN

Further reading:
https://sown.com.au/sown-history/

https://www.couriermail.com.au/questnews/
brisbane-city-council-takes-over-the-gap-
nursery-to-keep-it-alive/news-
story/27f43de5236170b594592bf0c7e5adec

https://thegaphistory.com/paten-family/
https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/741575
http://www.mottgld.com.au/who

“The Men of the Trees Queensland - the first
decade” by Clive Price
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http://www.redcliffeaeroclub.com.au

